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Food Request Guidelines
Originally Approved and Implemented: March 31, 2011
Background of Issue:
Both the Dot Foods Charitable program and the Tracy Family Foundation receive requests from organizations that provide food pantries. Many of these organizations provide not only a food pantry for their clients, but often times offer a host of other services to the community.  So, who should review these requests….TFF or Dot Foods?  Can such organizations receive a grant from both TFF and Dot?  Clear guidance needs to be provided to the nonprofit organization so that requests are submitted and evaluated by the proper entity. 

Approved Recommendation:
The Dot Charitable Giving Committee will review: 

1. Food requests from nonprofit organizations that have a food pantry, regardless of whether or not they participate in the Illinois Food Bank or River Bend Food Bank program.  

· Note that under the current Dot Foods program, requests from those who are not Food Bank clients will be denied. The review by Dot will serve as an opportunity to educate them on participating in such a program. 

2. Food Pantry Equipment requests for food pantries from any nonprofit organization that has a food pantry program.

3. Non-food related requests from organizations that have, in addition to a food pantry, several other programs that fall within Dot’s Areas of Intent rather than TFF’s. 

The Tracy Family Foundation will Review: 

1. Food requests from nonprofit organizations that do not have a food pantry program, but offer a one-time/year event program such as Christmas food baskets.  

2. Non-food related requests from organizations that have, in addition to a food pantry, several other programs that fall within TFF’s Areas of Intent rather than Dot’s. 

Number of Eligible Grants per Year to:

1.  Organizations that belong to a Food Bank:  

· If the sole purpose of the applicant organization is to serve as a food pantry, the applicant organization is eligible to apply for the following two grant combination from Dot Foods:  a) Dot Foods Cash & Country Store food grant and b) Dot Foods grant for equipment or other need related to the food pantry

OR

· If the applicant organization offers a food pantry along with other programs that fall within Dot’s Areas of Intent, the applicant organization is eligible to apply for the following two grant combination from Dot Foods: a) Cash & Country Store Food Grant and b) Dot Foods grant non-food related.  

OR

· If the applicant organization offers a food pantry along with other programs that fall within TFF’s Areas of Intent, the applicant organization is eligible to apply for the following two grant combinations: a) From Dot Foods, a Cash & Country Store Food Grant and b) From TFF, a non-food related grant.   

2. Organizations that do not belong to a Food Bank 

· If the sole purpose of the organization is to serve as a food pantry, the applicant organization is not eligible to receive any grants from either TFF or Dot
· If the applicant organization offers a food pantry along with other programs that fall within  Dot Foods or TFF Areas of Intent, the organization is eligible for one grant per year for requests that are non-food related
· If the applicant organization does not operate an actual food pantry, but offers a one-time per year event such as Christmas baskets, the organization is eligible to receive one grant per year from TFF. 
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